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Catherine McAuley’s 
Spirit of Generosity

Catherine McAuley’s story exemplifies the transformative power 

of generosity. When she received an unexpected inheritance, 

she made a remarkable choice - not to pursue personal comfort, 

but to establish the first House of Mercy. This sanctuary provided 

education, shelter, and dignity to Dublin’s most vulnerable women 

and girls, giving rise to the enduring mission of the Sisters of Mercy.

Today, Santa Maria College proudly carries forward Catherine’s 

vision of empowerment through education. Her values of 

compassion, service, and social justice remain at the heart of 

everything we do. By including a gift in your will to Santa Maria, you 

join Catherine’s living legacy - ensuring future generations of young 

women receive the opportunities they need to grow, lead, and 

create positive change in our world.



Continuing the 
Legacy Today 

Leaving a gift to Santa Maria College in your will 

is a lasting way to inspire future generations of 

confident, compassionate leaders. At Santa Maria, 

we go beyond academic excellence - fostering 

a values-driven approach that empowers young 

women to lead with courage and compassion, 

enriching our world.

The spirit of Catherine McAuley, our foundress, is 

at the heart of everything we do. Her dedication 

to education and service has shaped our school’s 

mission, creating a legacy of generosity and 

hospitality that continues today. Your gift can help 

us carry forward this vision, providing opportunities 

for students to live out our Mercy values of 

Hospitality, Compassion, Justice, Service and 

Excellence.

By including Santa Maria in your will, you become 

a part of this incredible legacy. Your support will 

ensure our students have access to cutting-edge 

facilities and innovative programs that equip them 

with the skills and confidence to thrive. Together, 

we can nurture young women who step into the 

world ready to lead with heart, courage, and a 

commitment to positive change - just as Catherine 

McAuley envisioned.

Jennifer Oaten | Principal
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Why Leave a 
Bequest?
Leaving a bequest to Santa Maria College is more than a charitable act - 

it is a profound statement about the transformative power of education. 

By contributing to Catherine McAuley’s legacy, you add your own story 

to the heritage of Santa Maria, creating a lasting symbol of your values 

and vision.

 

Your generosity will provide young women with the resources and 

opportunities they need to thrive, not only changing individual lives 

but shaping a brighter future for our broader community. This gift 

will empower generations of young women to pursue their dreams 

and positively impact the world, establishing a legacy of resilience, 

empowerment, and hope for the future.
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By naming Santa Maria College in your will, you become a valued 

member of The McAuley Society. This membership offers you 

exclusive access to events and unique opportunities, allowing us to 

express our appreciation for your support during your lifetime.

There is no minimum gift amount required to join; simply let us know 

that the Santa Maria College Foundation is a beneficiary in your 

will. We also fully respect the wishes of those who prefer to remain 

anonymous.

Join the 
McAuley Society

Photograph 1940s
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Ways to Include 
Santa Maria College 
in Your Will

There are many ways to make a bequest that aligns with your values:

A Percentage of Your Estate

This approach adjusts with your estate, ensuring your intentions are met 

regardless of asset changes.

The Residue of Your Estate

Leave the remainder of your estate after other provisions, allowing a 

flexible and impactful contribution.

A Monetary Gift

Designate a specific amount that directly supports our mission.

A Gift of Assets

Gifting shares, property, or other assets provides lasting support to the 

College’s success.

Each type of contribution allows you to tailor your legacy to reflect your 

personal values and vision for the future.
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Specified and Unspecified Gifts

If you wish to leave a specific gift to Santa Maria College, please contact 

our Foundation team. Discussing your intentions ensures that your gift 

aligns with your wishes and creates the impact you envision.

Alternatively, you may choose to leave an unspecified gift, allowing the 

College to direct your generosity to areas of greatest need. Unspecified 

contributions are added to our Endowment Fund, which supports Santa 

Maria’s long-term growth and success. Your bequest will play a critical 

role in ensuring that young women continue to access the resources 

they need to excel.
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Legal Wording
To simplify the process, we offer the following recommended wording. It’s important to consult your legal 

advisor to ensure your intentions are clearly communicated in your will.

EXAMPLE GENERAL WORDING

Pecuniary Bequest

I give my Trustees the following to hold upon trust for Santa Maria College, ABN 69 154 531 870, for its 

general purposes

• The sum of $[insert amount].

I direct that the receipt of the Principal of Santa Maria College, or their authorised representative, shall 

be a sufficient discharge to my Executor/Trustee in respect of the bequest to the College.

Residual Bequest

After payment of all my debts, funeral and testamentary expenses and all duties, taxes, and charges 

payable on my Estate at my death, I give to my Trustees the following to hold upon trust for Santa Maria 

College, ABN 69 154 531 870, for its general purposes:

• [insert amount]% of the residue of my Estate.

OR

• The residue of my Estate.

I direct that the receipt of the Principal of Santa Maria College, or their authorised representative, 

shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executor/Trustee in respect of the bequest to the College.
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Gathered Here 
Free Wills
In partnership with Gathered Here, we offer a free online will service 

with unlimited updates. This provides a convenient, accessible way 

to secure your legacy plans. For more details, please visit our bequest 

webpage.

Leaving a Gift in 
Your Will

If you are considering including Santa Maria College in your will, please 

complete the form enclosed with this brochure or visit our bequest 

webpage at https://santamaria.wa.edu.au/bequest

Sharing your intentions allows us to understand your wishes fully and 

express our gratitude for your commitment to future generations. Your 

legacy will enable students to thrive, supported by the generosity of 

donors like you.
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Thank you
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We warmly welcome the opportunity to discuss how your gift can make 

a lasting difference. All details of your bequest will be handled with the 

utmost confidentiality. For assistance, please contact our Foundation 

team.

Contact

T: +61 8 6330 0279

E: foundation@santamaria.wa.edu.au

Thank you for considering a bequest to Santa Maria College. Your 

support continues Catherine McAuley’s legacy and shapes a 

meaningful future for generations of young women.

For all Enquiries
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18 Stoneham Road Attadale WA 6156

Locked Bag 1 Melville WA 6956 

T: +61 8 6330 0200 

www.santamaria.wa.edu.au

A Ministry of Mercy Education Ltd


